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DRAFT 

LUTTONS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING  
 

Held at School Hall, West Lutton on 19th July 2016 at 7.00pm 
 

Present: Councillors Stuart Bell 
  Nigel Beresford 

Val Bottomley 
  Rob Harling 

Andy Macdonald 
John Wane 

Apologies: Councillors Evan Ferguson 
Richard Ogden 

 

 The Chairman welcomed Cllr Tharik Jainu-Deen, District Councillor, Wolds Ward  

1. Apologies for Absence: EF, RO  

2. Declaration of Interests relating to this agenda: None  

3. Presentation: The Chairman welcomed Michael McCann of More Medical Ltd who gave a 
demonstration of an automated external defibrillator.  Council is considering the 
purchase/installation of AEDs in each of the three villages.  The current offer is for a 
reconditioned unit in a high specification cabinet for £700 each, replaced after two years by a 
new unit at an additional cost of £800 each.  Battery replacements every four years cost £200 
each; all other maintenance is covered by More Medical.  Further information is required on 
electricity supply costs (especially standing charges) and any impact on Council’s public 
liability insurance.  Mr McCann would provide written confirmation to Cllr Harling.  The Chair 
suggested that this project was an appropriate topic for an item at the Parish Liaison Meeting 
since many parishes could potentially be interested. 

 

4. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 10th May 2016 
SB proposed that the Minutes be approved, seconded AM, approved unanimously. 

 

5. To address matters arising from the Minutes, not otherwise on the agenda 
There were none.  

 
 

6. Verbal Reports 
6.1  Environmental Sub-group   VB reported that the wild flower meadow was dominated by 
weed and remedial work would be required.  The daffodils purchased last year and 
overwintered in pots had all now been planted out by Lynn Ferguson, RO and VB.   The RDC 
Countryside Officer had yet to respond over the horse chestnut on Helperthorpe green. 
Growth of watercress in the Race in West Lutton was worse than ever and a programme for 
clearance would be required.  VB would contact RDC Streetscene to seek assistance in 
removing cleared weed and to provide environmentally-friendly weed-killer for use over the 
Race.   Builders/fertiliser bags may have to be used but handling by Streetscene would then 
be a problem; unlicensed brown bins may have to be used. 
The roofs of the heritage boards required treating with preservative and a bench to the east of 
East Lutton required repair.  
6.2  Community hub feasibility study:  NYCC has been unable to fund the demolition of the 
Horsa building this year,  which was not a complication since progress had not been made in 
other areas.  AM reported that specifications for the topographical and condition surveys were 
being prepared by EF. 
6.3  Watercourse Advisory Group:  JW reported on the first meeting on 14th July at which 
four of the five parishes participating had been represented.  AM had presented research on 
the legal background to oversight of Gypsey Race.  The Terms of Reference had been 
finalised and it had been agreed to co-opt three individuals who had expressed interest in 
participating.   The date of next meeting had yet to be set.  
6.4  Telephone kiosk working group: NB reported that no volunteers had come forward to 
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assist with maintenance; he would begin work on the Helperthorpe kiosk although stripping 
old paintwork would be challenging. 
6.5  Parish Liaison Meeting 8th June 2016:  JW reported on a presentation regarding 
emergency planning in communities; through this he had been in contact with the officer 
(Emily Mellalieu) for the ‘lead local flood authority’ (NYCC) who would be invited to the 
Watercourse Advisory Group.  Janet Waggott (RDC Chief Executive) had given a 
presentation on community engagement during which JW had drawn attention to the liaison 
meetings held by former Cllr Legard for parish councils in his ward.  He also challenged some 
district councillors for time-wasting, verbosity and pursuing their own political agendas. 
6.6  Recruitment of a new Clerk:  The Clerk reported that an advertisement had been 
placed on the YLCA website and contact had been made with the Foxholes clerk who was 
also advertising for a replacement.  AM reported that two preliminary expressions of interest 
had been received but the situation would be discussed with the panel (RH and RO). 
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7. Outcomes from the Parish Annual Meeting 21st May 2016 
No residents had taken the opportunity to air their views or to meet Councillors.   Despite 
trying various formats over the years, Council now agreed to hold the PAM in the hour before 
the May Annual Meeting of Council and Ordinary Meeting, between 18.00 and 19.00hrs in 
strict conformity with statute but in an informal surgery format. 

 

8. Correspondence  

• Council had been consulted about the proposed federation of Luttons Community 
Primary school with Sherburn Church of England Primary School.  The Clerk had 
drafted a submission, previously distributed to Councillors for comment, that had 
subsequently been sent in.  The governing bodies of the two schools had now 
severally and jointly decided to proceed with federation in the next school year. 

• The Clerk reported that, following his e-mail to NYCC Highways in April concerning the 
state of the footway between Helperthorpe and Weaverthorpe, that section had now 
been resurfaced and, where necessary, kerbed.   This was despite funding only being 
allocated to the section between East Lutton and Helperthorpe; it is unclear whether 
this is a reallocation or additional funding.   Whilst this footway repair had been 
expedited in exemplary fashion with minimal disruption, Council expressed severe 
concern at the recent disruption and uncertainty caused by other Highways works in 
the area, with inaccurate and unclear notices of road closures/diversions, giving rise to 
doubt over the effective management of Highways contracts.   This was not the first 
time that Council had cause to express concern at the apparent lack of co-ordination 
and management of Highways contractors/contracts, although the Helperthorpe 
footway experience shows what can be achieved. 

 
 
 

9. Planning Applications  
8.1  Recent determinations: 
16/00264/REM: Erection of 3no. Dwellings in Hillside Way: no movement although notice had 
been served on at least one tenant of the existing garages. 
04/01052/OUT and 08/00049/REM: Erection of 1no. four, 4no. three and 2no. two-bedroom 
houses at Sycamore Farm, West Lutton. 
The Clerk drew Council’s attention to a rumour that Rubrik Homes had sold the site and that 
the new owner was soon to start on-site.  The previous Council had not made any submission 
over the site but his review of the plans raised questions relating to surface water drainage, 
foul drainage, footways and bridging of Gypsey Race.  The outline approval was not available 
on-line and contained several reserved matters; the Clerk would obtain a copy and also try to 
obtain contact details of the new owner from Rubrik Homes.  He would then discuss the plans 
with EF.  
8.2  New consultations from RDC and Planning Inspectorate: none 
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10. 
 
 

 

Finance 
10.1  Income and Expenditure report year-to-date 
Council received the statement of income and expenditure for the year-to-date.  Net 
movement on the account was +£567.51 with £12,016.55 carried  forward.  Payments had 
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included a grass-cut, payment to the lengthsman, and the advertisement on the YLCA web-
site.  
10.2  Expenditure of grants received 
A printer and software had yet to be purchased. 
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11. To confirm the date and venue of the next scheduled: Tuesday 20th September 
2016 at 7.00pm in the School Hall. 

 

 
 
 
 
Approved by Council and signed by the Chair   .......................................................  (signed) 
 
 
                ........................................................  (date) 


