
Luttons Parish Council 
 

Minutes of ordinary meeting of Luttons Parish Council held by Audio Visual meeting 
Monday 18 January 2021 at 7:00 pm 

         

Present:  

John Wane, Chair (JW) Richard Ogden (RO) 

Val Bottomley, Vice Chair (VB) Martin Pearce (MP) 

Tony Knibbs (TK) Janice Robinson (Clerk)  (JR) 

Stevey Knibbs (SK) Stuart Bell (SB) 

                                   

1 To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence: None received  

2 To receive any declaration of interests not already declared under the Council's 
code of conduct or members register of disclosable pecuniary Interests : None 

 
 

3. 
 

To confirm the minutes of the last ordinary meeting held on 10 November   
2020 as a true and correct record. Proposed VB; Seconded SK. RESOLVED.  

 

4. To approve the co-option of Tony Knibbs to the Parish Council. Proposed MP; 
Seconded VB: APPROVED 

 

5. To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide further 
action where necessary: Vehicle Activated Sign.  
JW had spoken to Allen Andrews (AA) chair of Kirby Grindalythe Parish Council 
who had already undertaken some research into acquiring and sharing a VAS. 
MP had spoken to Jeff House (JH) who was acquiring a VAS on behalf of 
Weaverthorpe PC. JH had a meeting planned with NYCC to discuss but 
meeting had been postponed due to Covid 19. Luttons PC was welcome to 
attend the meeting when it did go ahead. JR reported that JH had suggested 
Luttons PC use the telephone boxes to power VAS in the absence of street 
lighting; JW stated the phone boxes were not situated in the place where VAS 
would be required i.e. at the entrance and exit of the villages. JW asked who 
would be responsible for looking after any shared signs and moving them. His 
view was that volunteers were needed, preferably a group of people not on the 
parish council. SK and TK stated that they were happy to pick up some of the 
work. JR to provide them with AA’s contact details. JW would prefer permanent 
signs although as this would require 6 signs there would be cost implications 
and signs may need to be acquired in stages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JR 

6. To receive report from Environmental sub group to include: 

• Memorial Bench 
MP stated that all parish councillors agreed with the proposed site for a 
memorial bench on the grass outside the curtilages of Chapel Cottage and 
Birtley House. JW had spoken to the owners of Chapel Cottage who had no 
objections, VB or JW to check with owners of Birtley House. MP would site the 
bench as soon as this was done. MP’s view was that the footpath that JW and 
RO had discovered that ran past Sycamore Farm to the Chapel House corner 
would best be left to grass. JW stated that in some areas the depth of the grass 
that had grown over the footpath was variable and he preferred to expose the 
footpath particularly in the stretch past Sycamore farm. VB didn’t feel the 
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footpath needed to be dug out further east than Birtley House. She suggested 
that RO strim the footpath from Birtley house in a westerly direction past 
Sycamore farm to partly clear the footpath.  
It was agreed to discuss the text on Memorial plaque at a later date. 

• Tree Husbandry 
MP had circulated a report and an email prior to the meeting advising that the 
cost for cutting back and reducing the tree crown of a beech tree and two 
chestnut trees and cutting down a sycamore tree in Helperthorpe would be 
£2,450. Work would need to commence soon to avoid bird nesting. Proposed 
MB; Seconded RO RESOLVED that the Tree surgeon be instructed to carry out 
the work. JW suggested MP place a notice on the Helperthorpe notice board to 
advise residents. 
RO and MP had planted cherry trees along the field perimeter of Wintringham 
Road. D Spivack had also planted a few. RO confirmed trees were still alive 

• Benches and Planters 
MP had circulated a report regarding the cost of a bench seat with a planter at 
each end for the junction of Back Lane and Hillside Way, West Lutton and two 
planters one in East Lutton and one for the corner of Back Lane and 
Wintringham Road would be £761 inc VAT. Proposed MP; Seconded RO that 
these be purchased. RESOLVED. It was agreed that a brown bench should be 
purchased. C Dowgill has volunteered to assist with placing the East Lutton 
planter and to then look after it and L Harris and S Haigh have agreed to look 
after the Hillside Way planter. 
MP had constructed a planter from materials already owned by the parish 
council and installed it at the east end of Helperthorpe. Mr and Mrs M Daniels 
have undertaken to take care of it. 
MP wished to progress placing a bench at the top of Sheepwalk lane. SB was 
asked if he was aware who owned the land. SB to provide details to the clerk to 
enable her to contact the landowner and obtain his/her agreement.   

• Drain Clearance 
Clerk was requested to raise the blocked drains and gulleys again with NYCC 
JW had contacted approximately 6 calls to Yorkshire Water contractors 
Morrisons about their dumping of silt and gravel in the Gypsey Race. Morrisons 
were now applying to RDC for a permit to remove it although JW thought it was 
the Environment Agency that need to be contacted. VB reported an enormous 
puddle at the corner of Wintringham Road and the Main Road. It was agreed to 
take some more photos of it after the anticipated wet weather later in the week 
then JR to report again to NYCC.  
Footpath in West Lutton; Bridle Path between Kirby Grindalythe and Luttons 
The footpath had been discussed under the memorial bench item. 

RO 
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7. To consider and decide upon the following planning applications: NONE  

8. To discuss progress on the project for a childrens’ play area in West Lutton 
MP had spoken to Wetwang parish council (WPC) re their childrens’ play area. 
WPC had received a grant in the region of £10k for it and had advised that 
there was grant money available. JW stated that NYCC had been sympathetic 
to allowing an area at the top of Hillside Way to be used as a play area. RO 
thought it would be a great asset for the village. JW thought RH might know 
more about it as he and Jenna Lahiff had started to research it some time ago. 
MP to ask RH. SB enquired who would be responsible for a play area; JW said 
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this should be part of the remit of a separate group set up to progress the 
project. MP believed insurance would easier to obtain if the play area was 
enclosed. Item to be kept on the agenda. 

9. To consider arrangements for future meetings and election of officers. 
JW concerned that due to Covid19 no election of officers had taken place last 
year. Clerk advised that at the moment, advice was an annual meeting should 
be held this year in May.  

 

10
. 

To discuss editorial responsibility for Weaverthorpe and Luttons website. Clerk  
concerned that items not relating to Luttons or Weaverthorpe parishes were 
being put on the website. JW stated that website had been set up by previous 
councillor’s wife and he believed editorial responsibility lay with himself, VB, 
Femi Shellard and Trevor Thomson. JW to discuss with them outside meeting  

 
 
 
 
JW 

11. Financial Matters:  
11.1 To note the following payments: Clerk's quarterly salary and office 

expenses: £567.88; Clerk’s expenses £22.79; AE Smith (grass cutting) 
£240; Reighton Nurseries (cherry trees) £142.80. NOTED 

11.2 To receive bank reconciliation & budget position to 21 December 2020  
NOTED 

 
 
 
 
 

12
. 

To consider the following correspondence received and decide action where 
necessary: email received from Mr S Bell regarding dog fouling and flooding of 
pathways due to locked drains. 
SB stated that he had noticed several incidents of dog fouling on the footpath 
on the Main Road; there was a danger that people would not spot it and walk 
through it. JW concerned that a couple of people  walked their dogs off the lead 
which meant dogs could foul unnoticed by the owners. SB realised that stencils 
on the pavement were not viable in the wet weather. VB had some laminated 
signs but didn’t like some of the slogans. JW to circulate some signs to enable 
councillors to laminate if they wished. RO said if an agreement on the words 
could be reached and signs laminated he was happy to distribute them around 
the villages possibly on sticks at the places where fouling was worst. JW happy 
to write something for the facebook page. SK believed one of the residents on 
Sheepwalk Lane was acquiring a camera as s/he couldn’t believe how many 
people let their dogs foul next to the waste bin without picking it up..  
SB believes that some flooding of pathways could be eased by pushing rods 
through the drain pipes under the road and by silt and debris being dug out 
from the grips. RO to check. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RO 

10 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next meeting: 
VAS, memorial bench, Sheepwalk bench, play area. 

 
JR 

10 Employment matters: None  

11 To note confirm the date and venue of the next scheduled  ordinary meeting of 
the Parish Council as 22 March 2021 at 7p.m. Meeting would be held by Audio 
Visual means in line with national guidance and national cyber security 
guidance.. 

 

Meeting ended 8:15 pm 


