
Luttons Parish Council

Minutes of Ordinary meeting of Luttons Parish Council held at  School Hall,
Back Lane, West Lutton  on 

Monday 18 November 2019 at 7:30pm  

Present:  Apologies: 

John Wane, Chair (JW) Councillor Tracie Middleton

Val Bottomley, Vice Chair (VB) Martin Pearce (MP)

Rob Harling (RH)

Richard Ogden (RO) Member of Public

Janice Robinson (Clerk)  (JR) Mrs E Stubbings

1.

To receive  apologies  and approve  reasons  for  absence:  Cllr  Tracie
Middleton. No contact had been received from JL although she had
been sent at least two emails about the meeting and asked to advise if
she was or was not able to attend. Failure to obtain approval for non
attendance for 6 months results in the vacation of the councillor seat.
JR to contact her to advise. JW had already put up an advert to try to
attract interest in serving on the PC and would put something on the
facebook page. PC needed more councillors. Three seats are vacant.

JR

JW

2. To receive any  Declaration of interests not already declared under the
council's  code  of  conduct  or  members  Register  of  Disclosable
Pecuniary Interests : None

3. To  confirm  the  minutes  of  the  last  ordinary  meeting  held  on  16
September 2019  as a true and correct record: Proposed VB Seconded
RH. RESOLVED

4 To receive information on the following ongoing issues and decide
further action where necessary:
Pedestrian Access to Helperthorpe Church: 
Mrs E Stubbings advised the PC that the signs put up to direct people
to access Helperthorpe Church via her farm had led to  some people
mistakenly believing that there was public access to the farm; they
had had to be prevented from walking around a working farm which
could be dangerous. Signs had been put up to explain that the farm
was private property. JW stated that the PC had written to Rev Andy
Bowden to ask him to request the Church Commissioners to check the
relevant covenants and the PC had offered to approach the Church
Commissioners direct if that helped. JW had discussed the issue with
Rev  Andy.JW  had  raised  the  issue  with  Yorkshire  Local  Council
Association and  at the parish liaison committee. JW stated that the
PC would pursue the matter and that the item would be kept on the
agenda until  a definitive answer had been received from the church
and the matter resolved.

JR



Tree Husbandry: 
RO had contacted the firm 'Special Branch' and given them the report
that the tree surgeon had written on the trees in Helperthorpe. 'Special
Branch'  was  looking  at  the  trees  and  would  come back  with  their
findings to RO. VB still chasing a reply from Highways re the trees in
West Lutton. She would also try to contact Bridget at Ryedale DC. The
PC discussed the offer of trees from Woodland Trust but concluded
they would prefer to replace any trees that had to be removed with
more  mature  ones  than  those  on  offer  from  the  Woodland  Trust,
subject to cost. This item to be discussed at the next meeting 
Play park:
 As MP ( who has expressed an interest in being involved) was unable
to attend the meeting and JL not present, it would be best to discuss
at  the  next  meeting.  JR  asked  to  check  whether  clerk  had  any
documents on it. RH has a file.

JR

JR

5 To receive Verbal Reports
 Environmental Sub- Group

Strimming was now complete for the season. Nothing more required
during the winter. Subject to the advice received at the last meeting it
would be best to go ahead with clearing the bottom of the Gypsey
Race as January/February would cause the minimum disruption to any
wildlife.
A discussion took place regarding litter bins being placed next to the
bench in West Lutton entering the village from Kirby Grindalythe and
next to the bench on the border with Weaverthorpe. JR to check that
Ryedale DC would empty the bins.
There was also a discussion regarding benches.  A new bench (with
planters)  was  suggested  near  the  bus  stop  in  West  Lutton  also
replacing the benches next to the sign for West Lutton on the Kirby
Grindalythe side of the village and the bench halfway between West
and East Lutton. VB to investigate.
The carpenter was to try to do his best with the noticeboard that JW
had reported to be letting in water. The carpenter had advised that the
notice board had been poorly made and had leaked for a long time
before he had attempted his repair. JW stated his dissatisfaction that
the repaired notice boards were still in bad shape.
A  discussion  took  place  regarding  the  use  and  abuse  of  all  the
noticeboards. It was agreed that the Heritage Boards should only be
used for PC information and any private notices/ advertising be taken
out. The other notice boards could be used for community notices. JW
to speak to Weaverthorpe clerk to ask that anyone in Weaverthorpe
who had a key to the Heritage Boards not place notices in the Luttons
Heritage  Boards.  A notice  would  be  put  in  the  Heritage  Boards  to
advise that they were only to be used for PC business.
It  was agreed to continue to carry out the urban grass cutting and
receive a payment for doing so from North Yorkshire CC.

 Defibrillator Training 
Unfortunately this had been cancelled at the last minute due to the

JR

VB

JW



illness of the trainer  who was again off  work unwell.  RH had been
unable as yet to contact the trainer. He would endeavour to do so on
her return to work, otherwise the PC would need to explore alternative
training possibilities.
JW advised the meeting that he had already spoken to Healthwatch
North Yorkshire  and provided them with a great deal of information
about the state of health care locally  including links to 'the Warbler'
and the relevant facebook pages. He would be speaking to them again
specifically about healthcare in the Great Wolds Valley. 

RH

JW
6 To consider and decide upon the following planning application: 

19/01130/HOUSE: Erection of two storey extension following removal
of  conservatory:  Alandale,  Main Road,  Helperthorpe YO17 8TQ  RH
proposed: No comments; seconded by VB. RESOLVED: No Comments

.

7 Financial Matters: 
7.1 To approve the following accounts for payment: Community First 
annual membership £42. There was a discussion regarding whether a
subscription should be continued and how the organisation served 
the parish. JR to circulate the newsletters emailed by the 
organisation and a decision deferred to the next meeting. J Bradshaw
(Carpenter) £600 payment APPROVED. 
JR to send VB a copy of his invoice for grant provider.
7.2 To receive bank reconciliation & budget position to 22 October  
2019. These were circulated. It was noted that funds were available 
for tree work and clearing the Gypsey Race and that all recurrent 
expenditure was as anticipated to date.
7.3 To determine 2020/21 precept :
Proposed  by  VB to  keep  at  £5,775  as  last  year.  Seconded by  RO.
Unanimously RESOLVED Precept to be £5,775  

JR

JR

8 To set meeting venue and calendar for 2020/21. Dates were agreed as:
20  January  2020,  16  March  2020,  18  May  2020,  20  July  2020,  21
September 2020, 9 November 2020, 18 January 2021, 21 March 2021 

9
To consider the following new correspondence received and decide
action where necessary:  YLCA re VE Celebrations 8-10 May 2020. JW
had forwarded the email  to Rev Andy Bowden. RH proposed that a
new bench should be dedicated to  the  celebrations,  RO seconded.
RESOLVED.  VB to also look at whether a new tree could be planted to
mark the celebrations. RO to speak to licensees of the Three Tuns.
Ryedale DC re BT call box. Agreement to remove call box was noted. 
Friends of the Earth re climate change. No action agreed  except tree
planting as above.

VB
RO

11 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda of the next
meeting:  Additional  councillors;  access  to  Helperthorpe  church;
Playpark;  defibrillator  training;  benches  and  new  litter  bins;  tree
surgery and planting;  

13 Employment matters: None
14 To confirm the date and venue of the next scheduled meeting:

 20 January 2020 at 7pm  Luttons School Hall


