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LUTTONS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF ORDINARY MEETING 
 

Held at School Hall, West Lutton on Wednesday 8th March 2023  at 7.00pm 
 

Present: 
Martin Pearce (Chair) 

Phil Burrell (PB) 
Pam Randerson (PM) 

 

  
Brenda Scott (BS) 
Richard Ogden (RO) 
Anna Wallace. (clerk) 

Apologies: 
John Wane 

Jess Haslam. 
Mark Hughes 

John Randerson 

 

 
Members of the Public Present: Charlie Byng. Sammi Hague, Rob Harling. Sally Gibbon. 

 

 

1 

To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
John Wane due to illness, Mark Hughes, Jess Haslam and John Randerson due to work 

commitments ACCEPTED. Martin Pearce stated that John Wane is continuing his recovery 
slowly from the car collision. The Parish council reaffirmed their best wishes to him.  Also 
the chair welcomed Anna Wallace the new Parish Clerk to the meeting for the first time 

since she took up her role on 14th February 2023.   

2 To receive any declaration of interests not already declared under the council's code of 
conduct or members’ Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests. NONE 

3 To confirm the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 26th January 2023 as a true and 
correct record. Proposed Pam Randerson; Seconded Brenda Scott. RESOLVED 

4. To consider and decide upon the following planning application: 23/00132/HOUSE. Erection 
of a single-storey rear extension LOCATION: 14 Hillside Way West Lutton Malton North 
Yorkshire YO17 8TE.  NO OBJECTIONS. 

5. To discuss any update regarding The Three Tuns Public House. 
The Chair confirmed that the Parish Council have not had any communication with the 
owners of the pub since our last meeting. PM told the meeting that since the PC had had 
confirmation from RDC that the Three Tuns Pub had been made an Asset of Community 
Value, this means potential local community bidders have until 19th March to register an 
interest in buying the pub. The PC has been made aware that the pub is up for sale.                                              

6. Financial Matters: 
 

1. HSBC charges. Awaiting back statements to confirm this information 
 
2. To note the following payments: Marquee £909; Gas BBQ £543.99; Defibrillator pads 
£443.58.  Clerks Salary and Office Allowance (March Quarter) £525.00 
 
3. To note that bank statements are still to be received by the new clerk, and therefore 
the budget position was unclear at the time of the meeting. But, the clerk was not 
concerned with the current position of the budget, and would update the chair as soon 
as the bank statements had been received.   
4. The Parish Precept is set at £6500 as discussed and agreed at our November 22 
meeting of the parish council.  RESOLVED. 
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7. To receive a report from the Environmental Sub Committee. By Martin Pearce. 
MP had circulated a detailed report prior to the meeting. Firstly he asked for thoughts on 
whether the PC wanted to put commemoration plaques next to the trees planted to 
commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee, he has had some quotes for the plaques; £223.00 
(without posts) including postage and VAT or £313.62 (with posts) The words for the 
plaques was also suggested by MP as something along the lines of “this tree was planted in 
2023 to commemorate the Platinum Jubilee of HM Queen Elizabeth ll. RO then asked 
whether the plaques were in fact needed, but it was decided that as it was to commemorate 
the Queens Platinum Jubilee it was appropriate to have a plaque. MP then went on to say 
that the money for the plaques would be paid for by savings made from the recent Gypsy 
Race works. 
 
With regards to the planters, MP noted that there is an on-going search for a volunteer 
(resident)  to maintain the planter at the east end of Helperthorpe, an appeal will be put on 
the PC website and also on FACEBOOK. 
 
A new bench has been placed on the road between East Lutton and Winteringham. Martin 
Pearce commended the work done to secure the bench from Phil Burell and Martin Higham 

 
The works on Gypsy Race between Wintringham Road (at West Lutton) and the Park Lane 
at the east end of East Lutton has now been completed, though there is still some clearing 
up to do, which Martin Pearce will oversee.  Thanks were extended to NYCC highways for 
their work which went above and beyond what was expected.   
 
Concerns were raised by Mr Rob Harling that the verge at Manor farm, West Lutton(the 
section between the entrance to the church and manor farm) seems to be slightly “caving in” 
which was confirmed by Pam Randerson and Brenda Scott. MP will go and take a look, it 
was also mentioned that the kerbs around the beck need to be checked. 
 
The Footpaths outside Sycamore Farm have been treated 3 times with weed killer before 
tarmac was applied, people are already using this footpath and Richard Ogden commented 
that the work has made a big improvement already. 

 
The PC purchased six bird boxes late last year, the PC recommended that the bird boxes 
be offered to West Lutton school, sadly at the time of the meeting no one from the school 
had been back in contact with the PC to say they would like to have the bird boxes for a 
school project and take on their upkeep.  Martin Peace suggested as its very near nesting 
season for the birds that David Spivack be asked to erect the bird boxes across the Luttons 
PC villages. MP will oversee. 

 

8. Update Ryedale District Council Rural Community grant items. 
PB successfully obtained a grant on behalf of the PC for £1,760.40. The grant has been 
used to purchase a large marquee, gas barbecue and two cooking grills so far. With plans to 
use the rest of the money to buy wipe clean tables, unless anyone had any members had 
other suggestions of how the rest of the money could be spent.  The amount left to spend is 
£519.49 PB also told the meeting that he was looking into how to make these items 
available for community use/hire. Ms Sammi Haigh and Ms Charlie Bygn both 
 asked if the community can get access, or borrow the items purchased using the 
Community Grant, for either parish or private events. The Chair explained that the policies 
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in respect of these items had not yet been discussed and that the subject would be an item 
on the next PC agenda. 
 
Ms Sammi Haigh also stated how upset she was that the PC had chosen to spend so much 
money on these items, when her appeal to the PC for £62 to pay for a highways search was 
declined. This 'search' was required to establish ownership of the strip of land providing 
access to the proposed local play area. The Chair pointed out that this request for money 
was put on the last PC ordinary meeting agenda but that no one from the Play Group 
Committee came to the meeting to make their request. This issue will be discussed again 
later in the meeting under item 10' 
 

9.  Update on future of West Lutton School and School Hall. 
Jess Haslam who was unable to attend the meeting has reported to the PC that she has 
contacted the Ebor Academy Trust (Gail Brown) who now have leadership of the school 
along with Sherburn CP School.  School numbers were discussed with Gail Brown 
expressing to JH that in her view if numbers drop substantially in future this would be looked 
at in terms of viability.  Jess also raised the issue of the school hall and land which the PC 
gifted to the school, and if the school were ever to close would the PC retain use of the hall 
for their meetings and other activities.  Conversations are on-going now the PC have made 
a contact with the senior leadership of the school. Update needed at the next PC meeting. 

10. To discuss a request from the Play Area Committee for a grant of £62 to obtain confirmation 
of land ownership. 

This item was brought over from the last meeting of the PC as no one from the Play Area 
Committee attended that meeting  - the Play Group representatives said they were not told 
it would be on the Agenda after being asked by the PC to provide more financial 
information. Note: See the previous minutes above in Item 8 referring to the request for £62 
by Ms Sammi Haigh. Both Ms Haigh and Mr Rob Harling (from the Play Area Committee) 
both attended this evening's meeting initially to ask the PC to fund the highways search the 
results of which would progress the planning application for a children’s play area in West 
Lutton. Ownership of that strip of land needs to be established before the Play Area 
Committee can pursue this project further.  After being pressed by Richard Ogden about 
other ways to raise the money needed for the highways search, Ms Sammi Hague went on 
to say that because the PC hadn’t discussed her application at the last meeting, the Play 
Area Committee had sought the requested funds from elsewhere and a donation of 
£62 was forthcoming from The Friends of West Lutton Primary School. The highways 
search request is currently being processed and the Play Area Committee is hopeful of a 
positive answer from NYCC in the near future. Ms Haigh also told the PC that should 
planning permission be granted then funds to progress the Play Area are available from 
other sources/grants. Ms Hague and Mr Harling also stated that they felt there was 
negativity from the PC and felt no one was helping them further their plans for a play area. 
The Chair asked the Play Area Committee to keep in touch with the PC with their progress 
should they decide to go ahead with planning permission. There is also concern, that is 
shared by the PC, that should the school close, for any reason, what would happen to the 
land required by the Play Area Committee for the Play Area, and also what might happen to 
the hall in which the PC holds their PC Meetings. 
 

11. To discuss the preparation for an emergency plan for the Parish. 
MP told the PC that he is making slow and steady progress with the plan and would update 
further at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
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12 To discuss YCLA training opportunities for the new Parish Clerk. Anna Wallace, Clerk 
highlighted 3 training courses that she feels are important in progressing her role. 
(1) New Parish Clerk induction. 15th March £50 
(2) New Clerks Finance course. 21st March £30 
(3) Year end and Transparency. 18th April £30 
The Chair also asked whether Anna was keeping her hours under control, the Clerk 
acknowledged that her hours at the moment were over what was agreed at her interview 
but, says she feels she needs to quickly get herself up to speed with the workings and the 
finances of the PC in order to best represent the interests of the residents of the Parish. She 
promised to raise any concerns over excessive working hours in future should the need 
arise. The 3 training courses the clerk has requested were APPROVED BY ALL councillors 
present at the meeting 
 

13 To notify the clerk of matters for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting. 
Items to include: 

•  Concerns about the hacking of the clerk’s parish e-mail account and what further 
steps the PC should take in terms to better secure the account. 

•  To get a full update on what is happening to The Three Tuns Public House sale. 

• Update on West Lutton School and School Hall. 

• Any further issues after works on Gypsey race 

• Discussions about the possible hiring out to residents of Marquee and Barbeque 
recently purchased through a RDC community grant. 

• Update on the progress of an emergency plan for the parish. 

14 The next meeting will be the Parish, Annual and Ordinary meeting of the Council. It will 
take place on Thursday 25 May 2023 at 6.30pm. The council have also set a date for the 
July meeting of 18th July at 7pm 
 
  

 
      Anna Wallace. Clerk, Luttons Parish Council. 
 


