
 

 

                                                                                       DRAFT  
Luttons Parish Council           

 
Minutes of Ordinary Meeting of Luttons Parish Council 

 
Held at The School Hall, West Lutton on 

 
Thursday 28th September 2023 

Clerk. Anna Wallace.   
                                                                     

Present Apologies; 

Martin Pearce. (Vice Chair.) John Wane (chair) 

John Randerson (JR) Richard Ogden.  

Pam Randerson (PR)  

Mark Hughes (MH)  

Brenda Scott   (BS)  

Stuart Bell  (SB)  

Jess Haslam (JH)  

 
Members Of Public Present:        

Phil and Lorraine Burrell, Carol Mathers, Maggie Pickard, Harry and Sally Gibbon, Charlie Byng, 
Paul Gibson-Hodges, Guillem Bernat, Vicki and Mick Duffield.  

 
Two officers of North  Yorkshire Council also attended the meeting: 

Andrew Dixon. Education and Skills. North Yorkshire Council. 
Michelle Whitfield. Community Link officer. North Yorkshire Council.  

 
 

1 
To receive apologies and approve reasons for absence. 
John Wane, Chair who is still recovering from a recent stroke. 
Richard Ogden. Family Committent.  ACCEPTED.  

2 To receive any declaration of interests not already declared under the council's code of 
conduct or members’ Register of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests.  
Jess Haslam as Chair of LIFE Group declared an interest in Item 10 alongside Mark 
Hughes and Brenda Scott who also declared an interest in the same item as users of 
this group.  

3 To confirm the minutes of the ordinary meeting held on 9 November 2023 as a true and 
correct record. Proposed Pam Randerson; Seconded Brenda Scott. RESOLVED  

4 Planning Applications: NONE to consider.   

5 This item was moved from Item 15 to Item 5 on the Agenda.  
Luttons CP School update.   
The Parish Council was joined at this point by Andrew Dixon. Education and Skills. North 
Yorkshire Council.  Who addressed the meeting about concerns raised by the PC and local 
residents about the future of the school after it was given an Inadequate judgement by 
Ofsted in its most recent inspection.  Mr Dixon was able to tell the councillors that following a 
meeting on 19th September, Ebor Academy Trust had stated their intention to run the school 
and look to apply for academy status alongside Sherburn CP School. This process should 
take 4-6 months.  The lease on the school buildings would be set at 125 years. Current staff 
would be TUPE’d across to the trust regarding their terms and conditions etc.  Ebor Academy 
Trust must also agree/negotiate legal conditions before taking over the school and its 
conversion to an academy.  



 

 

Concerns were raised by Mark Hughes about the poor state of the school buildings/hall and 
whether this could mean that Ebor trust may not successfully take over the school. Andrew 
Dixon explained that although the school did need a lot of money spending on it the new 
trust would be able to apply to the Department of Education for help with matters such as this 
and only time will tell if the trust does feel that their figures for repairs are achievable.   
Mark Hughes also questioned whether the original amount of £125,000 allocated for repairs 
to the school building a couple of years ago were still available and could be offered to the 
trust.  Andrew Dixon explained that the capital programme for school building repairs had 
been cut from £12,000,000 (twelve million pounds) to currently £6,000,000 (six million 
pounds) and therefore the originally money put aside is not valuable going forward.   
Local Resident Phil Burrell asked if there is an expectation that the Ebor Academy Trust will 
retain the school within its portfolio of schools should Luttons CP school become one of their 
academy schools?  Andrew Dixon explained that viability is judged on pupil numbers and at 
the moment those numbers remain stable, certainly since the closure of Weaverthorpe 
Primary school.   
Jess Haslam asked whether the current model of leadership would remain, with a head 
teacher running both Luttons CP and Sherburn CP schools and whether this could change if 
a 3rd local school was added to the portfolio.  Andrew Dixon stated that it was up to the trust 
to make those decisions should they want to add to their portfolio in this local area.  
Andrew Dixon was thanked for his candour and his time by vice chair Martin Pearce. Mr 
Dixon then left the meeting.  

6 This item was moved from Item 16 of the Agenda to item 6. 
Community Link Officer. NYC. Michelle Whitfield to address the council and members 
of the public about the work she does and how she can help local communities such 
as Luttons.   
Michelle’s remit includes: Environmental health (low level)  Noise, Anti Social Behaviour, 
Housing Association issues, Welfare cases; concerns for local residents, Community Grants, 
Council tax and Housing.  Inspections, licencing checks, replacing litter bins that are 
broken/damaged. She is also available to attend community events to highlight the work she 
and her department does.   
Firstly, Michelle Whitfield addressed the work she has been doing to establish who owns the 
land around Sycamore Farm where rats have been spotted by local residents, this has 
proved problematic and work is on-going to establish liability for the land, therefore she is 
unable to issue letters/notices until this work has been done.  Martin Pearce asked if the 
Parish Council could do anything to help?  Michelle stated she would go back to the planning 
officer to ask for guidance on the historical ownership of this land and report back when she 
has details she can share.  
Stuart Bell questioned the state of the footpath outside Sycamore Farm which is the 
responsibility of highways at NYC, its been in a poor state for 12 months even though work 
was previously done.  Michelle Whitfield to contact highways and report back to the PC.   
Michelle Whitfield also took questions/queries from the public. 
Maggie Pickard asked if there was any way that local residents could have access to a 
community skip so they could get rid of bulky household items – could a community grant 
which the council is offering at the moment be used for such things?  Michelle to contact 
Maggie separately to establish what might be possible. 
Michelle also explained more about the community grants that NYC were giving at the 
moment, she reminded residents and the Parish Council that the closing date for the final 
round of grants is 27th October 2023 and encouraged groups to apply. Follow this Link 
for information and guidance as to how to full in the application form. 
https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/community-and-volunteering/grants-and-
funding/ryedale-community-grant-scheme   
Michelle Whitfield was thanked for her time and the information she was able to share with 
everyone meeting. Michelle then left the meeting.  



 

 

 

7 Financial Matters:   
Office expenses (stamps and new toner for clerk’s printer)  £40.70 
Website Maintenance. £60.00 
Clerks Salary & work from home allowance backdated (September Quarter) £1,053.00  
A.E Smith (Kilham) Ltd. Flail cutting in West Lutton (including travel time) £90.00.  
To note bank reconciliation and budget position 20th August  2023  APPROVED 

8 
 

Speed Monitoring Exercise requested within the 3 villages: West Lutton, East Lutton 
and Helperthorpe.  Update.   
The Clerk has contacted both NYC Highways and NY Police to request in writing and 
verbally that the speeding exercise be done.  This has been followed up by the clerk several 
times since the last meeting, and on very occasion she has been told the application is 
pending.   Local resident Paul Gibson-Hodges suggested that the parish council contact the 
speed safety group 95 ALIVE to progress the request as hard data is needed before 
decisions can be made.   Mr Gibson-Hodges has provided the clerk with the relevant details.  
The Clerk was asked to provide any more updates at the next meeting of the Parish Council. 
AGREED 

9 Environmental Report.  Martin Pearce.  
Emergency Addendum (1);  Flooding in West Lutton around the area of Amy Cottage and 
around Sheepwalk Lane last week. Caused damage to property and public access areas.  
Mark Hughes stated that he believed that this problem had been caused by gullies being 
blocked and no out-flow from gypsey race. Mark Hughes told the meeting that his home has 
been flooded, this has caused a great deal of stress and upset to him and other local 
residents who have also been affected. Mark Hughes is in contact with NYC who are 
assessing the damage. There is a lot of anger.  This was confirmed by another resident 
affected Mr Guillem Bernant who said the mess and the smell was awful and wanted to know 
who was responsible? 
 
Martin Pearce told the meeting Gypsey Race should be cleared more often. Local residents 
were reminded several years ago by the parish council of their responsibilities to keep, 
gullies, bridges etc. in their immediate area clear. Some residents are doing this, others are 
feeling under pressure from local wildlife enthusiasts to maintain a habitat for wildlife but, this 
seems to be at the expense of getting the vegetation under control and making sure the 
water course is clear and is able to flow freely.  
Stuart Bell also stated he believed that unblocking the drain was a priority in this case and 
that NYC needs to act.   
Local resident Phil Burrell stated he believes that local residents need clarity on who is 
responsible for which sections around their homes.  Martin Pearce to do another letter to all 
local residents making them aware of their responsibilities in the form of a list of Do’s and 
Don't’s.  This was to be done once clarity had been gained from various agencies regarding 
where an individual’s responsibility ends if they boundary the opposite side of the water 
course [over the road etc.)  
 
AGREED. 
Local resident Paul Gibson-Hodges asked whether the Parish Council could get access to 
sandbags which would be easily accessible to local residents should such a flooding even 
occur again, it was pointed out that residents should call NYC to request sand bags should 
this happen again.   
Finally, Pam Randerson suggested that if any local residents wanted to make complaints 
about those who are clearing up the areas affected and feel wildlife is in danger as a result 
then they should contact the parish council and not approach residents who are clearing up 
their areas, thus carrying out their riparian duties, as this could be seen as intimidation.  
AGREED 



 

 

 
Michelle Whitfield. Community Link Officer to be approached for advice and any 
updates she can give.  Clerk to write to her.  
Martin Pearce to draft an updated reminder to all residents in the form of Do’s and 
Don’t’s around clearance etc. 
 
     Other items within the Environmental report. 

Pleased to report that the plaques for the Jubilee Trees have been purchased and put in 
place. The wording reads: "This Tree Was Planted in December 2022 to 
Commemorate the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II". 
We need to thank John Randerson for organising this - especially as there were no 
costs to the Parish Council which is a saving of over £200 
 
Martin Pearce now has a volunteer to look after and maintain the planter at the east end 
of Helperthorpe. What I do not have is a planter for that person to maintain. Need to 
check if there is any ‘spare’ cash in the PC coffers to determine whether we could 
purchase the materials to construct a planter from recycled plastic – need around £200. 
Clerk stated money saved from not having to buy plaques for Jubilee trees could 
be used. Decision to be made at the next meeting as we were short of time to 
discuss further.  
 
Pam Randerson asked if two local residents could be reimbursed for cutting back 
vegetation etc, they hired a grass cutter because their own machine broke and now 
needs replacing.  Cost £54.00  Approved. 

 
Parish Litter Picks.  Evie Cade, and her mum Jill, continue to be our local heroes for 
litter collection.   Many thanks to them for doing this! 
 
Issues still to be resolved.  Martin Pearce writes… 
Parish Assets 
I have not yet had time to put together a maintenance schedule for the Luttons PC Asset 
List. A volunteer to take on this aspect of the PC would be greatly appreciated.  
Safety Railings 
I have not had any report back from NYCC Highways in respect of the safey railings 
outside the church at West Lutton heading towards Manor Farm.  
Risk Assessments etc 

I think it is time for these documents to be updated – not yet attended to.  

Update on grass cutting.  It was decided another cut was needed on the grass verges. 
Martin Pearce to contact Mr Smith to arrange this.  

10 Decision on which community groups have been successful in bid to own recently purchased 
equipment bought with community  (barbecue, grills and marquee) all application paperwork 
sent to councillors for consideration. 
Martin Pearce addressed the meeting confirming there was only one bid application received 
by the Parish Council to take ownership of the equipment. This bid was put together by LIFE 
(luttons is for everyone) and all councillors agreed this was a credible, comprehensive 
application.  The bid states categorically that should the LIFE group take ownership of the 
equipment going forward that it would be available to all local groups within the parishes the 
PC services to borrow free of charge.   
Councillors were then asked to vote; noting there were 3 abstentions due to conflict of 



 

 

interests:  Jess Haslam (chair of LIFE group)  Mark Hughes and Brenda Scott who both 
attend events run by the group and has signed the petition that formed the application.   
Other councillors Stuart Bell, Pam Randerson, John Randerson and Martin Pearce all vote to 
approve the bid.  
LIFE group to take ownership of the community equipment with immediate effect.  
APPROVED.  

11 Outstanding Grant Money – how it should be spent? 
Councillors discussed what the options were: 
Clerk explained that the money could be given back to the council, where the grant had 
come from.  Or councillors could decide to go ahead and buy the outstanding items (tables) 
as stated in the bid and go through the process again to offer them out to the community 
through a bidding process.  The option of buying the tables and offering the community the 
opportunity to bid for them was something that councillors were keen to do.  Clerk to 
discuss this with Michelle Whitfield at NYC community link officer and update 
councillors at the next meeting.  The amount that is left from the original grant is 
£432.91 ex-vat. AGREED. 

12 Update on Village Pub. West Lutton.  The pub remains up for sale with an agent. No 
further updates available to the Parish Council.   

13 Update on move to Internet Banking.   
The Clerk and other councillors who are signatories have contacted the bank to request 
details of how to update the account but, have been locked out by security.  This can only be 
resolved once the chair is back from sick leave. No function of the councils banking system 
is affected by any delay its just frustrating and time consuming.  AGREED. 

14 Update on Village Plan.  Martin Pearce confirmed the work is to be done during the quieter 
winter months.  To update again at the next meeting. AGREED 

15 Addendum item (2)  Location of Parish Council meetings from November 2023. 
The clerk received an e-mail from the administrator of Luttons Primary school on the 
afternoon of the parish council meeting to advise the council that the school hall is going to 
close due to safety issues and risks to health of users from next week.  The school advised 
the parish council that they may consider moving their meetings to another venue moving 
forward.   
Councillors voiced their disappointment.  John Randerson asked that the Clerk contact the 
school again to ask if its is still possible for the meetings to take place at the school hall, and 
to better understand the risks.  The meetings take place 6 times a year.  The Clerk was 
asked by Stuart Bell to clarify with NALC as to whether the venues for meetings have to 
remain within the 3 parishes that councillors service, he thought they did.  The only other 
venue that the council could move to is the Village Church is West Lutton which is very cold 
and would need portable heating to allow meetings to take place. Cost implications need to 
be established.  Clerk to update councillors by email in the hope that a venue can be found 
ahead of the next scheduled meeting of the Parish Council on 23rd November 2023. 

16  To Notify Clerk of matters for inclusion at the next meeting:  Setting the precept.  
Updates on flooding actions; decision on how to proceed with grant money spend; Luttons 
CP school academy conversion update; confirm plans for the location future parish council 
meetings 

18 To confirm the date for the next meeting of the Parish Council  as 23rd November 2023 
with the venue to be confirmed. Also a suggestion of 17th January 2024 is suggested for the 
following meeting.   
 

 
Meeting closed 8.59pm 

 

Anna Wallace, Clerk          



 

 

E-mail: clerkluttonspc@gmail.com 

    Website: https://luttonsparishcouncil.gov.uk/  
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