
 

Luttons PC Environmental Sub-Committee Report 

For the PC Meeting to be Held on Thursday 21st November 2024 at Weaverthorpe VH 

Within the scope of the environmental sub-committee remit I report as follows on the below topics: 

1. Rubbish i.e. fly tipping  
2. Water Voles i.e. either in or out of the Gypsey Race 
3. Trees i.e. either management or planting. 
4. Village Planters and Benches 
5. Dog Fouling 
6. Parish Litter Picks 
7. Grass cutting   
8. Maintenance/Clearing of Gypsey Race  
9. Maintenance of Parish Assets 
10. Poor/dangerous road or footpath surfaces 
11. Damage to any safety railings, e.g. over culverts 
12. Flood prevention – gully jetting, weed removal, etc  
13. Wildflower Area 

 
Item 1 - Rubbish i.e. fly tipping 
I am not aware of any fly tipping issues.  
Jill Cade continues to pick up litter as she walks and runs through our community. Thanks to Jill for doing this. 
I’m sure that many others of you do the same – so thanks to all of you too. 
 
Item 2 – Water Voles 
I am not aware of anything untoward in respect of the water voles.  
 
Item 3 - Trees 
Nothing untoward that I am aware of. Although, someone did mention to me that they thought one of the 
sycamore trees in Helperthorpe did not look in too good a shape. I can’t say that I have been able to identify any 
tree that fits that description. Does anyone have any concerns? 
 
Item 4 – Planters & Benches 
I have received a complaint in respect of damage caused to the verge in East Lutton opposite the new entrance 
to Manor Farm – see photo below. 
I have recently contacted Mr Thornton – who is responsible for the new farm entrance – asking him if he would 
please get in touch so that we might discuss what can be done to avoid this damage recurring.  



 
  
 
Item 5 – Dog Fouling 
Nothing new to report here - but I guess the problem still persists.  
 
Item 6 – Parish Litter Picks 
Nothing to report. If anyone thinks that there is a need to organise a ‘Litter Pick’ just let me know. 
 
Item 7 – Grass Cutting 
The final grass cut for 2024 was completed in mid-October. 
 
Item 8 – Gypsey Race 
The GR, as it flows through West Lutton, now looking like someone cares.  
Thanks again to all the volunteers who have continued to turn out to maintain the works undertaken previously 
in the year. Well done everyone. 
 
Even better – when I passed the other day there was a family of ducks on one stretch of water!! 
 
I have been informed that a resident of West Lutton is concerned about a build-up of silt adjacent to her 
property (Hawthorn Cottage). I will take a look - and we can discuss at our next PC Meeting. 
 
 
Further good news is that the section of the GR at the eastern end of East Lutton has now been cleared i.e. from 
the under-road culvert adjacent to Manor Farm, right the way down as far as the entrance to the Old Parsonage. 
By clearing out the weeds, and removing the build-up of silt, the water level has dropped considerably – a relief 
to those whose properties were occasionally being flooded.  
 
Interestingly, the water is now flowing steadily, but it only reaches the gateway to the Old Parsonage –there 
being no evidence of any water in the streambed eastwards of that gateway. 

 



I have been in touch with NYCC Highways in respect of cleaning through the two road culverts in the newly 
cleared section of the GR in East Lutton i.e. Park Lane and the one that crosses the Wolds Road just east of Park 
Lane. This work is programmed for later this year/early next. 
 
 
Item 9 – Parish Assets 
Thanks to Stuart Bell for offering to look in to our ‘Asset List’ and review a maintenance schedule for same - not 
an easy task.  
 
Item 10 – Footpaths 
I have received a complaint about the condition of the footpath near to the church entrance in West Lutton – 
where the footpath and railings are adjacent to the Gypsey Race. Will discuss this at our next PC Meeting. 
 
Item 11 – Safety Railings 
I have not had any report back from NYCC Highways in respect of the safety railings outside the church at West 
Lutton heading towards Manor Farm. However, at the meeting held with NYCC Highways it was noted that one 
of their engineers did carry out an inspection of the problem.  
 
Item 12 – Flood Prevention 
See Item 8.  
 
13. Wild Flower Area 
The proposed ‘Wild Flower Area’ i.e. at the junction of the Wintringham Road and the Wolds Road; has been 
worked at, but, unfortunately, we ran out of time to get the wildflower seeds sown before the onset of winter. It 
is proposed that come springtime this project will be recommenced. 
 
Risk Assessments etc 
I think it is time for these documents to be updated – not yet attended to.  
 
MARTIN PEARCE – 14th November 2024 


